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The Minnesota Million

By 2045, reforest 1-million 
acres in priority watersheds 
across Minnesota to sequester 
1.5 million metric tons (MMT) 
of CO2e annually. 
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Reports
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Reforestation: A Natural 
Climate Solution

• Sequester Carbon

• Clean air

• Clean water

• Timber economy

• Recreation

• Habitat

• Biodiversity
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How big is the reforestation opportunity?

7.6 Million Acres
MFRC 2010

3.6 Million Acres
TNC/AF 2020

5.4 Million Acres
Dovetail Partners 2010



https://www.reforestationhub.org/

https://www.reforestationhub.org/




“When we plant trees, we plant 
the seeds of peace and hope.”

--Wangari Maathai

Minnesota Million: A Prospectus

Photo © Caroline Yang



Reforestation 
Opportunity 

Areas
The “Big Woods”



Technical Advisory Committee
• Aitkin County Soil and Water Conservation District
• Board of Water and Soil Resources 
• Dovetail Partners, Inc. 
• Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
• Minnesota Association of Resource Conservation and Development Councils
• Natural Resources Conservation Service
• Rajala Companies/Minnesota Timber Millwork
• Sustainable Farming Association
• The Nature Conservancy
• Three Rivers Park District  
• USDA Forest Service 



• Partnerships

• ~50,000 acres per year

• Landowner Engagement and 
Delivery Programs

• 780 Million Climate-Adapted 
Seedlings

• Stewardship

• $1.78B

What will it take? 



What will it take? 1 Million Reforested Acres by 2045

• Current level of reforestation in 
Minnesota is 6,000 acres per year

• ~50,000 acres per year for 20 years

Photo © Leah Hall

Acreage



Pace and Scale 

Photo © Leah Hall
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What will it take? 1 Million Reforested Acres by 2045

Landowner Engagement & Delivery Programs

Photo © Beth Jacqmain-Palik

• Vast majority (~90%) of 
reforestation opportunity is on 
private land

• Utilize and expand existing delivery 
programs:  Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts, State and 
Private Forestry



What will it take? 1 Million Reforested Acres by 2045

• Current level of seedling production 
is ~6M per year*

• Species selected to withstand 
warmer, wetter climate

• ~780 M seedlings total

Increased Seedling Production

Photo © Itasca Greenhouse





Pace and Scale 

Photo © Itasca County Greenhouse
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Seedling Production Contribution
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Funding Pathways and Opportunities

Short-term
(1-2 Years)

Medium-to-Long term
(3-5 Years+)

Federal-State-Private Funding Carbon Markets



Seed Collection

Planting

Seedling Production

Maintenance



Alignment

• BWSR’s LCCMR Proposal 

• MFRC Resolution 

• MASWCD Resolution

• MN State Forest Action Plan

• MN State Climate Action Framework
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Let’s get planting! 

1. Establish a Statewide Reforestation 
Coalition.

2. Develop Local Implementation Teams 
that Center Intercultural Values.

3. Secure State, Federal and Private Funds 
to Support the Coalition and Local 
Teams.

4. Explore Carbon Markets.
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We are committed to working together, in partnership 
with all Minnesotans, toward achieving the goals of the 

Minnesota Million.


